Professor Thiriez

Born in 1944, Professor Hervé Thiriez is an expert on mathematical modeling, particularly on risk modeling and on spreadsheet modeling. 

He has published 25 books and over 400 papers and articles, and created 8 microcomputer-related journals and newsletters. He has also participated in the funding of 18 businesses in venture capital.

After his Ph.D. thesis, “Airline Crew Scheduling : A Group Theoretic Approach” (the thesis optimization  model was bought $10,000 by American Airlines), Professor Thiriez began his career as an Assistant Professor at MIT in 1969, teaching Operations Research at the Sloane School and creating a consulting company with Professor Simpson, his thesis advisor. 

In 1970, he returned to France for a one-year military service as a scientific consultant. Since then, he has been teaching Management Science at Groupe HEC, where he is a Full Professor. 

He is also the CEO of Logma, a consulting company, and of Editions MEV, the distributor of Crystal Ball in France. He was nominated “O.R. Software Editor” of EJOR, the European Journal of Operations Research, in January 1987 and held the position until June 2000. His increasing workload has prevented him from continuing this task.

In 1990, he created “La lettre d’Excel”, the leading French newsletter on Excel (24 pages and a floppy, 6 times per year), of which he has been the editor-in-chief ever since.

He has a broad experience of consulting in France, Europe and the United States. During the last three years, he worked as a consultant in France, California, England, Sweden, Hungary and the Netherlands.
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Consulting references of Professor Thiriez

The following letter codes indicate what type of consulting took place with each customer.

Sem
Seminars on “The efficient use of Excel” or on “Risk modeling with Crystal Ball”

CB
Crystal Ball model development

XL
Excel model development

O
Other type of model development (Multiplan, Visicalc, Fortran, Assembler)

A
Audit and improvement of models

M
Management consulting : strategy, problem-solving


Air transport and Space

Aéroports de Paris (Sem,CB,XL)

Aérospatiale (Sem)

Air Canada (O)

American Airlines (O)

Arianespace (Sem,XL,A)

BEA (O)
CNES (Sem,XL)

Dixon Speas (O)

EADS (Sem,CB, XL,A)

Euroconsult (Sem,A)

Flight Transportation Ass. (O)

Institut Géographique National (O)

SAS (O)

Sextant Avionique (XL)

Swissair (O)

United Airlines (O)

Banking and Consulting

Arthur D. Little (O)

ABN AMRO (XL)

Banques Populaires (O) 

Booz Allen (CB)

Caisse des Dépôts & C. (Sem)

Crédit Commercial de France (O)

Ernst & Young (Sem,CB,A)

FINACOR (Sem)

Indosuez (CB)

Telephone industry

Bouygues (CB,XL,A)

CNET (Sem)

France Telecom (Sem,CB,XL)

Mobile Direct (Sem,CB)

SIRIS (Sem)

Pharmacy

Aventis (Sem,XL)

Lilly France (Sem,CB,XL,A)

Pasteur Mérieux (CB,XL,A)

SANOFI (Sem,CB,XL,A)

Smithkline Beecham (CB)

Petroleum

Clyde Petroleum (Sem)

Elf Aquitaine (CB)

Institut Français du Pétrole (Sem,CB)

Total (Sem,CB,A)

Microcomputer software

Ashton-Tate (M)

Borland (M)

EUREKA (M)

Microsoft (M)

Texas Instruments (Sem,M)

Thomson (M)

Industry

CASE-Poclain (Sem)

CEGELEC (Sem,CB,XL)

Electricité de France (Sem,CB,A)

GIAT Industries (Sem,XL,A)

Matra (XL)

MBDA (XL)

Peugeot (O)

SGN (CB,XL)

SKF (XL)

Usinor (M,XL)

Wabco (Sem)

Other

CCIP (Sem,CB,XL)

Descamps-Demesteere (O)

DMC (M)

Euromarché (O)

Gallimard (XL)

Gaz de France (Sem)

NASA (O)

Quaker Oats (O)

Walt Disney (Sem)

Some examples of consulting activities

Airline consulting, mostly about airline crew scheduling : American Airlines

, Air Canada, BEA, SAS, Swissair, United Air Lines

Risk analysis : EADS

Bank marketing : Banques Populaires1
Financial product management : Crédit Commercial de France, FINACOR

General-purpose consolidation models : Sextant Avionique, GIAT Industries

Optimization of the air operations of the “ Institut Géographique National ”1
Simulation of the impact of price strategies on profit margins : Bouygues, France Telecom

Pharmaceutical marketing and R&D models : Lilly France, SANOFI, Smithkline Beecham

Nuclear plant risk models – Price rates and customer behavior models : Electricité de France

Simulation of the Roissy automatic luggage handling system : Aéroports de Paris, CEGELEC, SGN

Car traffic simulation in the airport area : Aéroports de Paris

Toll booth simulation models : ASF, ESCOTA

Venture capital analyses, mergers & acquisitions : Ernst & Young

Optimization of large size Linear Programming models : Quaker Oats, Arthur D. Little

Optimization of budget allocations to research projects : NASA

Optimization of the Production/Warehouse/Delivery chain : Descamps Demesteere

Model for the improvement of the scheduling process in a steel factory : Usinor

Models for the “Bilan social” reporting : SKF

Follow-up and consolidation of R&D projects : MATRA, MBDA, SANOFI

Consulting about the development of microcomputer software : Microsoft, Borland, Ashton-Tate, EUREKA

Audit and improvement of existing Excel models : Bouygues, CNET, Electricité de France, Euroconsult, France Telecom, Lilly France, Mobile Direct, SANOFI.
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Twenty-five books published to date :

“Airline crew scheduling : a group theoretic approach”, MIT FTL-69-1

“Multiple criteria decision-making” (with S. Zionts), Springer Verlag

“Initiation au calcul économique”, Dunod Modules Economiques

“Comprendre et utiliser les modèles en gestion”, Editions d'Organisation

“Visicalc sur Apple”, Editions du PSI

“Visicalc sur TRS-80”, Editions du PSI

“Multiplan pour Apple”, Editions du PSI

“Multiplan pour Commodore 64”, Editions du PSI

“Multiplan pour Macintosh” (with G. Santraille), Editions du PSI

“Multiplan pour IBM PC”, Editions du PSI

“Découverte et pratique de CX MacBase”, Editions Controle X, ViFi Nathan

“Mac Astuces”, Editions du PSI

“Multiplan version 2 par l'exemple”, Editions du PSI

“Guide pratique d'Excel”, Cedic-Nathan

“MacAstuces - Mac et Mac Plus”, Editions du PSI

“Les secrets de Multiplan”, Cedic-Nathan

“Prise en main de Javelin”, La Commande Electronique

“Les secrets d'Excel”, Cedic-Nathan

“Le livre du Macintosh”, Editions du PSI

“Premier contact avec Paradox” (as A. Duback), Borland

“Prise en main de FullWrite Professional” (with J.-CB. Krust), La Commande Electronique

“Le Macintosh Professionnel” (editor-in-chief & author), Weka Guide, 7 years, 8000 pages

“La modélisation avec Javelin Plus”, International Resources

“Jeux, cultures et stratégie”, Editions d’Organisation

“La modélisation du risque”, Economica, Mars 2004

More than 400 papers published, mostly about modeling and micro-computers. 

Jan. ’87 to June ’00 : “O.R. Software editor” for the European Journal of Operations Research  (EJOR). Prof. Thiriez wrote 76 two-page modeling software reviews in his EJOR column.

Guest editor of the 10th EURO Summer Institute Special Issue of EJOR on Combinatorial Optimization (180 pages), Volume 3, #2, June 1995.

Creation of eight microcomputer journals or newsletters, i.e. chronologically : Pom’s, the first Apple User Journal in France (1980), 99 magazine, La Lettre de Javelin, La Lettre d’Excel, La lettre de Word, La lettre de Win​dows, La Lettre de dBASE, La lettre de Paradox. Only La lettre d’Excel is still published today.
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Contact Professor Thiriez

Address : Professor Hervé Thiriez – Groupe HEC – 78350 – France

At Groupe HEC :
Phone : 
33 1 39 67 72 57


Fax : 
33 1 39 67 71 09

e-mail : thiriez@hec.fr
Editions MEV (French distributor of Crystal Ball) site : www.editions-mev.fr
Address : 12 rue d’Anjou – 78000 Versailles – France

Telephone : 33 1 39 51 24 43 – Fax 33 1 39 49 54 65

Logma SA  (consulting company)

Address : 12 rue d’Anjou – 78000 Versailles – France
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Publications
�  See description in “ Comprendre et Utiliser les Modèles en Gestion ”, Editions d’Organisation.
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